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Thai Studies Field Research Grants 2012 
 

Awarded by the Royal Thai Embassy, Canberra 
 and administered by the Asia Institute, University of Melbourne. 

 
 
The Thai Studies Field Research Grants are open for application in 2012.  Last year saw the 
inception of the grants scheme which is made possible through the ongoing generosity of the 
Royal Thai Embassy and administered by the Asia Institute, University of Melbourne 
www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au 
 
The purpose of the grants is to reinvigorate Thai Studies in Australia and to increase 
Australia’s engagement with Thailand.  In particular, the Thai Studies Field Research Grants 
are intended to provide promising scholars at Australian Institutions with funding to pursue 
field research in support of their postgraduate or early postdoctoral studies.  In 2011, 15 
outstanding scholars received the award and are at various stages of research activities 
across Thailand or completing their research since their return to Australia. 
 
This year the Asia Institute will again be inviting applications from honours, research masters 
and PhD students as well as early career researchers in any discipline. 
 
Applications will be assessed by an independent academic panel derived from a number of 
Australian universities.  The selection panel will be chaired by Professor Pookong Kee, 
Director of the Asia Institute at the University of Melbourne. 
 

Eligibility 

� Grants are open to postgraduate and honours level students currently enrolled in any 
Australian university.  For students, proof of current enrolment must be included with 
your application.  The application must be supported by the student’s principal research 
supervisor.  Early career post-doctoral researchers are also invited to apply; proof of 
PhD completion and current institutional affiliation (if applicable) must be included with 
your application.  
 

� Grants are open to all disciplines – any researcher focused on Thailand or Thai Studies 
is encouraged to apply. 
 

� The applicant must be intending to undertake field research in Thailand. 
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The	 Society	 of	 Old	 Agriculture	 Fellows	 (OAFS)	 is	 an	
informal	group	of	Fellows	who	are	known	individually	as	
OAFs.	 The	 OAFS	 has	 grown	 from	 2002-3	 meetings	 of	 a	
couple	of	retired	members	of	the	Faculty	of	Agriculture	of	
the	University	of	Melbourne	to	number	20	such	retirees	in	
2024.	 It	 spans	 the	 Faculty’s	 successive	 iterations	 of:	 the	
School	 of	 Agriculture;	 the	 School	 of	 Agriculture	 and	
Forestry;	 the	 Faculty	 of	 Agriculture,	 Forestry	 and	
Horticulture;	the	Institute	of	Land	and	Food	Resources;	the	
Faculty	of	Land	and	Food	Resources;	the	Melbourne	School	
of	 Land	 and	 Environment;	 the	 Faculty	 of	 Veterinary	 and	
Agricultural	Sciences,	and	the	School	of	Agricultural,	Food	
and	 Ecosystem	 Sciences.		 Named	 for	 the	 1930s	 ‘Old	
Agriculture’	 building	 that	 has	 represented	 agricultural	
science	 and	 its	 diverse	 fields	for	 many	 decades,	 the	
OAFS	meets	 every	 month	 or	 so	 for	 whichever	 OAFs	 are	
available.	Offering	enjoyable	 fellowship	 for	 the	OAFs	and	
guests,	OAFS	aims	 to	 further	 the	 interests	 of	 the	 current	
School,	 Faculty,	 the	 University	 and	 the	 wide	 field	 of	
agriculture	 and	 its	 sciences	 through	 animated	 luncheon	
discussions,	 occasional	 dinners,	 addressing	 historical	
issues	of	the	Faculty,	sponsoring	awards,	proffering	advice	
to	decision-makers,	and	sharing	information	and	activities.	
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AWARDS	
Initiated	by	The	OAFS	

	
Initiative	1:	The	ICM	AgriFood	Award	
	
The	 ICM	 AgriFood	 Award	 was	 created	 by	 the	 OAFS	 as	 the	
most	 significant	 award	 for	 innovation	 in	 the	 food	 and	
agriculture	sciences	and	industries.	It	is	implemented	under	
the	 auspices	 of	 the	Academy	 of	 Technological	 Science	 and	
Engineering	(ATSE)	and	sponsored	by	ICM	Agribusiness.	The	
annual	Award	is	made	to	one	woman	and	one	man,	aged	less	
than	 40,	 who	have	 each	made	 significant	 contributions	
through	science	and	technology	to	any	aspect	of	the	diverse	
agricultural	 and	 food	 industries.	 Laureates	 of	 the	 highly	
competitive	award	to	date	have	been:	
	
Dr	Natalie	Morgan	
Dr	Benjamin	Holman	
Dr	Zoe	Doubleday	
Dr	George	Chen	
Dr	Anna	El-Tahchy		
Dr	Lindsay	Bell	
Prof	Michelle	Colgrave	
Dr	Greg	Falzon	
Dr	Shu	Kee	Lam	
Dr	Rebecca	Darbyshire	
Dr	James	Hunt		
Dr	Angela	Van	de	Wouw		
Dr	Lydia	Ong	(pictured	with	a	couple	of	OAFs)	
Dr	Lee	Hickey	(pictured	with	a	couple	of	OAFs)	
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AWARDS	
Initiated	by	The	OAFS	

	
	

Initiative	2:	Travel	Fellowship	for	Researchers	

The	 OAFS	 initiated	 the	 Travel	 Fellowships	 with	 a	
depleting	fund	that	is	expected	to	last	for	several	years.	
The	fund	has	been	mainstreamed	through	the	School	of	
Agricultural,	Food	and	Ecosystem	Sciences’	competitive	
annual	 awards	 process.	 Awardees	 are	 selected	 from	
applications	 submitted	 by	 PhD	 candidate	 researchers	
to	assist	presentation	of	their	work	at	an	international	
meeting.	Upon	completion	of	their	award,	awardees	are	
invited	 to	 share	 lunch	with	 the	OAFS	 to	discuss	 their	
projects.	Some	Awardees	and	their	topics	to	date	have	
been:	

Anna	 Kosovac,	 Understanding	 the	 impact	 of	 risk	
perception	in	the	water	industry.	
	
Pablo	Alvarez	Hess,	Analysis	of	the	individual	and	additive	
effect	 of	 3-nitrooxypropanol,	 nitrate,	 fats	 and	 rapidly	
fermentable	starch	on	enteric	methane	abatement.	
	
Saeedeh	 Taheri,	Microwave-assisted	 technology	 for	 the	
processing	of	agricultural	 commodities	with	 the	specific	
aim	of	non-chemical	pathogen	control.		
	
Fernanda	 Zamuner,	 Endocrine	 and	 metabolic	 status	 of	
dairy	goats	during	a	transition	period.		
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AWARDS	
Initiated	by	The	OAFS	

	
	

Initiative	3:	The	Medal	of	The	OAFS	
 

 
The	OAFS	Medal	has	been	conferred	on	persons	who	have	
rendered	exceptional	service	to	the	Faculty	in	the	years	
since	 the	 formation	 of	 The	 OAFS.	 The	 Medal	 has	 been	
conferred	 once	 to	 date,	 with	 the	 recipient	 of	 this	
Inaugural	OAFS	Medal,	in	2023,	being	the	retiring	Dean	of	
the	 Faculty	 of	 Veterinary	 and	 Agricultural	 Sciences,	
Professor	John	Fazakerley.	
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AWARDS	
Initiated	by	The	OAFS	

	
	

Initiative	4:		
The	OAFish	Award	&	The	OAFish	TrOAFy	

	
	
Beginning	 as	 the	 OAFish	 Award,	 as	 recorded	 in	 the	
minutes	of	the	Society	of	Old	Agriculture	Fellows	of	18	
March	2015	and	 refined	on	13	May	2015,	 the	OAFish	
Award	was	conferred	annually	on	an	OAF	who	had	done	
something	 that	 was	 not	 necessarily	 in	 their	 best	
interests,	possibly	from	neglecting	to	acknowledge	the	
effects	of	age	or	other	limitations.	It	was	conferred	each	
April	1.	 In	2020,	 the	Award	was	 transformed	 into	 the	
OAFish	 TrOAFy,	 which	 is	 conferred	 on	 an	 OAF	 for	
meritorious	deeds	that	enhance	the	OAFS,	the	Faculty	or	
agricultural	science	in	general.	Recipients	of	the	OAFish	
TrOAFy	have	been	Emeritus	Professors	Bob	White	and	
Frank	Larkins.	
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Notes from the Christmas lunch meeting of the Society of OAFs held at 12 noon on 9 

December 2021 
 

1. Present. OAFs Barlow, Beard, Falvey, Hickey, Larkins, Kwong Lee Dow, Taylor, Tija, Topp 
and White. 

2. Apologies. OAFs Cousens, Davidson, Leury and Wood.  

3. Business The Society members lunched in the Regency Room and chose from the a la 
carte Christmas menu. The first 
item to be agreed was that there 
would be no ‘organ recitals’ 
today. 

We were very pleased when 
Professor Deli Chen made a 
surprise visit and offered the 
company two bottles of 
champagne, which was much 
appreciated by all – many thanks 
Deli. 

 

For one reason or another, the original OAFish award seems to have lost its currency. Noting 
that at our November meeting, it had been agreed to replace this award with a new award 

called the OAFish TrOAFy, to be presented at the end 
of the year and which was intended to recognize 
some significant contribution that an OAF had made 
to the Society or in a wider field in the community. 
OAFs Falvey and Hickey had collaborated in 
designing this award, which OAF Hickey 
commissioned into a a handsome medal suitably 
inscribed. The citation for the inaugural conferring 
of the TrOAFy read: Insofar as the awards is to be conferred 

for meritorious deeds that enhance the OAFS, the Faculty or agricultural science in general, OAF White is 
nominated on the basis of his: outstanding contributions to the OAFS as Honorary Secretary through the majority 
of the Society’s existence and continuing into the next epoch, and his tireless contributions to the fraught official 
and other discussions concerning soil carbon. OAF Hickey, the ‘keeper’ of the award, duly presented 
this inaugural award to the Hon Secretary who displayed it with pride.  

2 
 

                         

 
Following on from previous suggestions, OAF Larkins offered to hold a BBQ at his home in 
Yea for one of our gatherings in the New Year, while we in Melbourne are free to travel 
unrestricted. A weekend would seem to be most suitable. I shall liaise with OAF Larkins and 
circulate possible dates later. 

 
I have been informed that Waseem Ashfaq, one of the recipients of this year’s travel award, 
has returned from Pakistan and completed his quarantine period. He is now able to take up 
his award and he will be invited to attend one of our lunches in the New Year. 
 

 
OAF White 
Hon. Secretary 
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Other	Initiatives	of	The	OAFS	
	

	
History	Book	on	Agricultural	Education	

Involving	 all	 OAFs	 at	 the	 time,	 the	 231-page	 hardback	
book	was	entitled,	Agricultural	Education:	in	Victoria	&	
the	 Faculty	 of	 Agriculture,	 University	 of	 Melbourne.	
The	book	chronicles	the	history	of	agricultural	education	
in	Victoria	from	the	1870s	until	2014.	It	integrates	other	
institutional	 contributors	 including:	 the	 colleges	 of	 the	
VCAH	–	Burnley,	Dookie,	Gilbert	Chandler,	Glenormiston,	
Longerenong	and	McMillan;	La	Trobe	University	School	of	
Agriculture,	and	Marcus	Oldham	College.	The	book	follows	
the	 chronology	 through	 Deans	 of	 the	 Faculty	 with	 the	
impacts	of	other	institutions	detailed	within	relevant	eras.	
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Other	Initiatives	of	The	OAFS	
	

Other	Publications	
	
	

Individual	 OAFs	 continue	 with	 their	 professional	 and	
personal	 interests	 in	 retirement	 from	 the	 Faculty.	 Some	
continue	 to	 offer	 their	 experience	 and	 some	 publish	
articles	ranging	from	magazine	essays	to	scientific	works,	
including	books.		
	
No	complete	list	of	all	such	publications	exists,	the	closest	
approximation	being	that	presented	on	the	relevant	page	
of	The	OAFS’s	website,	oafs.live.	More	than	50	publications	
are	 listed	 on	 the	 website,	 a	 screenshot	 of	 which	 is	
presented	below.	
	
	
	
From:	oafs.live	
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Sociable	OAFs	
	

Meetings,	 anniversaries,	 awards,	 field	 visits	 and	 general	
interaction	over	the	first	 ten	years	of	The	OAFS	has	been	
sociable	 in	nature.	 It	 aims	 to	 be	pleasantly	 convivial	 and	
genial	rather	than	clubby.		
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The ‘Old Agriculture’ building after which The 
Society of Old Agriculture Fellows is named.  
 
OAFs may come and go, but ‘Old Agriculture’ 
will go on and on … 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Old Agriculture Building at the University of Melbourne, built in 1922. A symbol of the 
divisions in agricultural education which began in 1905 and the reunification of agricultural 
education in 1997. 

xx 
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National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication entry 
 
Creator: OAFS Press 
 
Title: The Society of Old Agriculture Fellows: The First Ten Years 
 
ISBN: 978-0-9751000-9-7 
 
Notes: Includes photographs. 
 
Subjects: University of Melbourne. Faculty of Agriculture. 
Agricultural education--Victoria. 
 
Other Creators/Contributors: 
Society of Old Agriculture Fellows (OAFS) issuing body 
 
Contact: The Society of Old Agriculture Fellows, c/- University House,  
University of Melbourne, Parkville 3010, Victoria, Australia 
 
Web Presence: oafs.live 
 
 
 

Agriculture & Philosophy - Falvey ii 

©	Copyright	retained	by	the	author.	The	text	words	may	be	copied	in	
any	 form	 in	 context	 for	 educational	 and	 related	 purposes.	 For	 other	
purposes,	permission	should	be	requested	from	the	author.		
	

	
	
TSU Press 
an	imprint	of	Thaksin	University,	Songkhla,	Thailand.	 	

 
 
Title: Agriculture & Philosophy: agricultural science in philosophy / J. Lindsay Falvey (author). 
Published: Thaksin University Press, 2020. 
Content Types: Text 

Subjects:  Philosophy & Religion 

Technology, Engineering, Agriculture. 

Australian 

Target Audience: specialized 

Summary:  Agriculture and philosophy have been integrally linked across history and remain so. 
Philosophy, defined as wise means of humans being at ease in nature, has been 
fundamental to humans from pre-historical times and expressed in various forms. Those 
philosophical forms have included myths and legends that explained unfathomable 
matters to our forebears, and which informed the later development of written philosophy 
in the form of religious scriptures. Scriptures have thereby been the major written vehicle 
of philosophy for most of history and across cultures. The language employed in such 
philosophy relied on agricultural metaphor and used agriculture itself as the means of 
understanding humans as part of nature, rather than an element standing apart and 
observing or manipulating. With the development of natural philosophy, which became 
known as science, it became a major modern contribution to useful knowledge - 
knowledge that increased contentment and wellbeing, or philosophy. Combining myth, 
religion, and other knowledge from the world's major cultures, philosophy is discussed 
using examples from the longest and most widespread human interaction with nature, 
agriculture. The Enlightenment's philosophical product of agricultural science thus unifies 
the theme, and supports the ancient conclusion that humans' thoughts and actions form 
part of nature, and may even be components of a wider interaction than can be 
comprehended from current approaches. 

Notes:   Multiple formats will be published 

  Prepublication record (machine generated from publisher information) 

Language:  English 

ISBN:   9780975100073 
Libraries Australia ID: 66163422 

Contributed by:  Libraries Australia 

 


